
REDISTRICTING MEASURES THAT HAVE QUALIFIED FOR CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE BALLOT

Election Prop. # Origin Subject Result Yes Vote No Vote

November 1926 20 Initiative

"All Parties Reapportionment Commission Initiative": Create 
reapportionment commission consisting of Secretary of State, 

Attorney General and Surveyor General to act if Legislature fails 
to do redistricting.

Failed passage 319,456 
(39.3%)

492,923 
(60.7%)

November 1926 28 Initiative

"Federal Plan of Representation": Use whole counties as the 
basis to create Senate Districts with no SD containing more than 
three counties, base Assembly redistricting on population; create 

Reapportionment Commission consisting of various state 
constitutional officers to act if the Legislature fails to redistrict.*

Passed by voters 437,003 
(54.6%)

363,208 
(45.4%)

November 1928 1 Referendum
Void redistricting plan that was passed by Legislature in 1927 

that was based upon "Federal Plan of Representation" ("Boggs 
Reapportionment Act").

Federal Plan/"Boggs Act" 
sustained by voters

692,347 
(54.8%)

570,120 
(45.2%)

November 1948 13 Initiative

"Pro-Urban Counties/Anti-Federal Plan Initiative #1": Base 
redistricting of both legislative houses on population; no county 
could have more than 10 Senators (Sponsor: California Labor 

Federation).

Failed passage 1,069,899 
(32.2%)

2,250,937 
(67.8%)

November 1960 15 Initiative

"Pro-Urban Counties/Anti-Federal Plan Initiative #2": Elect one-
half of State Senators from 13 southern-most counties; 

population within 20-20 north-south arrangement would be 
principal basis for defining districts, except no county could have 

more than seven Senators (Sponsor: LA County Supervisor 
Frank Bonelli).

Failed passage 1,876,185 
(35.5%)

3,408,090 
(64.5%)

November 1962 23 Initiative

"Pro-Urban Counties/Anti-Federal Plan Initiative #3": State 
Senate Redistricting, establish/apportion 50, rather than 40 SD 
with five of the extra ten Senators going to LA County (Sponsor: 

LA County Supervisor Frank Bonelli).

Failed passage 2,181,758 
(46.7%)

2,495,440 
(53.35%)

June 1980 6 Legislature

Reorganize redistricting provisions of State Constitution; provide 
redistricting standards; preserve city/county boundaries and 

geographical regions to the extent possible (ACA 
53/Keysor/1977-78).

Passed by voters 2,989,761 
(54.7%)

2,475,818 
(45.3%)

June 1982 10 Referendum
Void September 1981 Democrat congressional gerrymander (AB 
301/Alatorre/1981-82, i.e. Phil Burton's "contribution to modern 

art").
AB 301 rejected by voters 1,764,981 

(35.4%)
3,226,333 
(64.6%)

June 1982 11 Referendum Void September 1981 Democrat State Senate gerrymander (SB 
99/Boatwright/1981-82). SB 99  rejected by voters 1,883,702 

(37.8%)
3,101,411 
(62.2%)

June 1982 12 Referendum Void September 1981 Democrat Assembly gerrymander (AB 
300/Alatorre/1981-82). AB 300 rejected by voters 1,889,730 

(37.9%)
3,091,888 
(62.1%)
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* Commission invalidated by Supreme Court in January 1972.
** Election cancelled.



REDISTRICTING MEASURES THAT HAVE QUALIFIED FOR CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE BALLOT

Election Prop. # Origin Subject Result Yes Vote No Vote

November 1982 14 Initiative "California Republican Party Plan": Reapportionment by 
Districting Commission or Supreme Court. Failed passage 3,065,072 

(45.5%)
3,672,301 
(54.5%)

December 1983 
(Special 

Election)**
- Initiative

"Sebastiani Initiative": Nullify December 1982 Democrat 
legislative/congressional/Board of Equalization gerrymanders; 

replace with more competitive plans.

Removed from ballot by 
Rose Bird-controlled 

California Supreme Court in 
September 1983.

- -

November 1984 39 Initiative
"Deukejian Initiative": Create redistricting commission, establish 

criteria (compactness, contiguity, community of interest 
preservation, "nesting")

Failed passage 3,995,762 
(44.8%)

4,919,860 
(55.2%)

June 1990 118 Initiative Establish guidelines for legislative ethics and redistricting. Failed passage 1,615,164 
(33.0%)

3,281,178 
(67.0%)

June 1990 119 Initiative "Huening Initiative": Create redistricting commission Failed passage 1,761,510 
(36.2%)

3,105,502 
(63.8%)

March 2000 24 Initiative
"Let the Voters Decide Initiative": Cut legislators' pay, assign 

redistricting power to the courts (Support: California GOP 
congressional delegation).

Removed from March 2000 
statewide ballot by 

California Supreme Court in 
December 1999.

- -
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* Commission invalidated by Supreme Court in January 1972.
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